
The Indiana Firemen’s Association held its ninth 
annual convention in September of 1926.  During 
this convention Jesse Hutsell, Chief of the 
Indianapolis Fire Department, discussed with other 
chiefs the idea of forming an association of Indiana 
Fire Chiefs.  Immediately following the convention, 
chiefs from around the state decided to form the 
Indiana Fire Chiefs Association for the purpose of 
the betterment of the fire services in Indiana, 
establish fire training and fire prevention programs 
and exchange ideas and knowledge.   
 
Jesse Hutsell of Indianapolis served as the first 
President and at its first convention in 1927 where 
Bylaws and a Constitution were accepted. 
 
The Indiana Fire Chiefs Association has come a 
long way in the past 80 years.  During these years 
it has received much praise and acclimation, not 
only in Indiana but throughout the nation for its 
work in fire prevention, fire protection and its many 
other activities, all of which have come about 
through the leadership of those dedicated individu-
als who have been selected each year as its 
officers. 
 
The membership of the IFCA has grown through 
the years and is representative of departments 
throughout the state of Indiana. 
  
The Indiana Fire Chiefs Association is the 
outgrowth of many individuals who have given of 
their time, energy and knowledge in leading the 
association to a place of success. 
 

History of  the Indiana Fire 
Chiefs Association 
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Vision 
The Indiana Fire Chiefs Association is dedicated to 
being the recognized leader by representing, educating, 
and supporting the leadership of Indiana's fire and 
emergency services. 

 
Mission 

The Indiana Fire Chiefs Association   promotes excel-
lence in the fire and emergency services by providing a   
forum for networking, information     sharing, cooperative 
opportunities and a unified voice for our diverse mem-
bership and partners through educational, legislative 
and technical means.   

 
 

Return application and payment:    

By Mail:  P.O. Box 364,  

Zionsville, IN  46077 

By Fax:  317-733-4212   

Toll Free:  1-877-733-1850 

Online:  www.indfirechiefs.org  

 E-Mail:  rake@indfirechiefs.org 

DEDICATED TO THE FIRE 
PROFESSION AND THOSE WHO 

SERVE 
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Indiana  
Fire Chiefs 
Association 

P.O. Box 364  
Zionsville, IN  46077 
Tel:  317-733-1850 

Tel:  877-733-1850 (toll free) 
www.indfirechiefs.org 

“I'm glad I finally took advantage of the IFCA  
opportunity.  I've been a Chief officer for several years 
and should have joined at that time.  Now that I am 
Chief I feel it is an obligation of my position to join 
and support the organization.”   
 
  Chief Rob Breeding, Russiaville 



Membership Services - Toll-free assistance 
and e-mail to help you with questions or      
concerns.  Weekly/bi-weekly e-newsletters that 
provide members with the latest information as 

it relates to the fire service in Indiana. 

Legislative Representation - The IFCA is 
actively engaged with members of the Indiana 
General Assembly, where we provide testimony 
and advice intended to promote legislation that 
will enhance and protect the interests of the 
Indiana Fire Service.  Conversely, we oppose 
legislation that would reduce members’ re-
sources and diminish fire protection ser-
vices.  In the 2010 legislative session the IFCA 
worked closely with elected officials and other 
organizations to help defeat several pieces of 
legislation that may have been harmful to some 
members of our association. We  invite you to 
join the IFCA in order to become more aware of 
these issues in the 2011 session. The IFCA is 
also playing a lead role in the formation of the 
Indiana Fire Alliance, whose mission is to form 
a united front in representing the Fire Service 
before the Indiana General Assembly.   
 
Education Opportunities - opportunities occur 
throughout the year as well as scheduled 
events that will allow you to connect with other 
fire chiefs from around the state.   
                      
Annual Conference - Each year the Indiana 
Fire Chiefs Association holds a state confer-
ence focusing on networking and educational 
opportunities.  A Trade Show   highlights ven-

dor products and services. 

IFCA Website - The IFCA’s website is a source 
of current information which is updated regu-
larly with  breaking news, educational events 
and other timely information. Visit us at 

www.indfirechiefs.org. 

IFCA Member Benefits 
Departmental Membership – Departmental 
Membership shall be comprised of each       
additional member beyond the Fire Chief and 
one (1) Assistant / Deputy Chief of a department 
with less than 30 emergency responders.     
Departmental Members shall be entitled to   
participate fully in the affairs of the Association, 
with the exceptions of holding elective office and 

voting privileges.  

Associate Membership – Associate           
Membership shall include individuals interested 
in the protection of life and property from fire. 
This also includes all members of a department 
with 30 or more emergency responders who are 
not the Fire Chief or a Chief Officer. Associate 
Members shall be entitled to participate fully in 
the affairs of the Association, with the exception 

of holding elected office and voting privileges.  

Retired Active Membership – Retired Active         
Membership shall include only Active Members 
who have retired from the Fire Service after ten 
(10) consecutive years, as members of the 
I.F.C.A. Retired Active Members shall be entitled 
to participate fully in the affairs of the             
Association, with exception of holding elective 
office. Retired Active Membership may be    
obtained by application to and certification from 

the Board of Directors.  

Corporate Membership - includes companies or 
other agencies that support Indiana Fire       
Professionals with equipment, services and    
materials.  They are entitled to participate fully in 
the affairs of the organization receiving all   
benefits of membership with the exception of 

holding elective office or voting rights.  

For more information, visit our website at 
www.indfirechiefs.org or                                 

contact Terry Rake at (317) 873-1850, 

rake@indfirechiefs.org.  
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Why Become a Member - With membership    
representing paid, combination and volunteer fire 
departments all over the state, the IFCA speaks on 
behalf of fire professionals from all sizes of              

communities. 

This includes the opportunity to:   
 

 Further professionalism in fire service.    

 Strive continuously to develop ever improving 
capabilities to cope with the constant threat of 
destructive fire to the lives and property    
protected by our membership. 

 Increased participation in the state and     
national arena focusing on emergency      
management and fire profession issues. 

 Professional development for all levels of 
chiefs as well as development of fire         
professionals focusing on potential career 
advancement.  

 Collaboration with other fire service-related 
organizations in Indiana and nationally. 
 

Active Membership - Active Membership shall be 
comprised of the Chief of Department and any 
Chief Officer Rank of a regularly organized Fire 
Department officially recognized by the State Fire 
Marshal’s Office. Active members shall be entitled 
to vote on all matters requiring a vote unless    
otherwise prohibited by the Constitution and         
By-Laws and shall be entitled to hold elective   
office. For departments with less than 30         
emergency responders, the Fire Chief and one (1) 
Assistant / Deputy Chief will be identified as active 
members who will have voting rights, all others of 
that department will be considered to have       

Departmental Membership.  

 

Membership Application 

Name:____________________________________ 

Title:_____________________________________ 

Department:_______________________________ 

Address:__________________________________ 

City:______________________________________ 

State:_____  Zip:_____________ 

Phone:___________________________________ 

E-Mail:____________________________________ 

Fax:______________________________________ 

State Rep District:   _____                                   
State Senate District:   _____                                 
US Congressional District:   _____                         
IN Homeland Security District:  _____ 

Member Section (join any or all sections when you be-
come an IFCA member)  $ 25.00 for each section           
___  EMS        ___ Aviation                                  
___  Public Safety Educator ___ Technical Rescue 

___  Active Chief & Assistant/Deputy Chief   $ 75.00 each 
        (30 or more in Dept.)             
___  Active - Other Chief Rank                      $ 50.00 each                   

(30 or more in Dept.)     
___  Departmental - Combo/Vol Dept.            $100.00                                      

less than 30  (please provide Dept. Roster) 
___  Associate - Non Chief Rank                     $ 50.00                                 

(more than 30) or Interested Individuals         
___  Retired Active (by approval)                          Free   

___  Corporate Membership                           $ 500.00    

Total Dues                   $ _______ 

Check (payable to IFCA), Visa or MasterCard 
Card Number:______________________________ 
Expiration Date:_____ / ______                                       
Name On Card:____________________________ 
Signature:________________________________ 


